
SUMMARY : The study was conducted to assess the performance of tractor operated seed drill for
sowing sesame seeds. The field tests were conducted on red sandy loam soil. The seed rate of the seed
drill was less compared to traditional method of sowing. The seed rate obtained was 1.8 kg/ha. The field
capacity and effective field efficiency was found to be 0.35 ha/h and 63%, respectively. The fuel
consumption was found to be 4 lph with the work rate of 2.87 h/ha. The cost of sowing was less with the
planter when compared to traditional methods of sowing. Seed, time and labour can be saved with the
seed drill compared to manual methods of sowing. The technology assessed better performance over
farmers practice. Due to more fatigue, it was suggested that power operated equipment was better than
traditional method for sowing.
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